
JBHS Distance Learning Update 
Week 3 Complete! 
April 17, 2020 

Hello Barlow Community - 

Thank you for your ongoing support as we extend Distance Learning through at least 
May 20, 2020.   

Please read below for information regarding: 

1.  PowerSchool and Grading 

2.  Food Drive 

3.  SAT/ACT Testing Information 

4.  Graphic: Fear Zone, Learning Zone, Growth Zone 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

1.  PowerSchool and Grading 

We have become accustomed to looking to PowerSchool for accurate and up-to-date 
grades, however, in Distance Learning this is not as useful a tool as it has been in the 
past.  This is because our current focus is on connecting with students and maintaining 
the health and safety of our community.  

Teachers are being flexible with deadlines and this flexibility does not always easily 
translate within the confines of PowerSchool. At this time PowerSchool teacher 
gradebooks are being used to track student work. Grades are not finalized until the end 
of the semester.  

Students are encouraged to reach out directly to their classroom teacher if they have 
questions about grades and progress.  As you have been hearing from the State and 
from neighboring schools, the way grades are being recorded may change. We will 
keep you posted on changes we may make as soon as they are finalized.  At the 
present time, for increased flexibility and to best assess student work, the third and 
fourth quarters have been blended into a final semester grade.    

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.  Food Drive 

During these trying times food insecurity is devastating for those in need. Joel Barlow’s 
Key Club is holding a food drive for the Salvation Army to aid in the fight against hunger. 



Boxes for food donations will be placed outside the Easton Village Store and The 
Spinning Wheel Restaurant in Redding starting Monday, April 20th and ending Friday 
the 24th. Donations will need to be dropped off between 10am-3pm and will be 
collected nightly. All precautions have been taken to make this drive safe and it has 
been cleared by medical professionals. The Salvation Army will also be accepting 
monetary donations to help defray the cost of medical bills. Please help us stop food 
insecurity in our neighborhoods.  If you have questions, please direct them to Karen 
Bender (kbender@er9.org) who is in touch with our student-organizers. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

3.  SAT / ACT Testing 

Rob Franek, Editor In-Chief of the Princeton Review, was scheduled to present at Joel 
Barlow High School in March. He was planning on speaking about  Finding your Best Fit 
College and what colleges look for in an applicant.    

Given the Covid 19 college application climate, Rob Franek is hosting a series of 
YouTube videos to keep parents and students informed of the rapidly changing 
landscape in college admissions.   

We are posting a YouTube video of Rob Franek discussing how Covid 19 is impacting 
the SAT / ACT administrations and the college application process. 

Rob Franek YouTube 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. Fear Zone, Learning Zone, Growth Zone 

You may have heard the term "comfort zone" used to describe those times in life when 
we feel safe and in control.  There are other zones of being and even though we may 
feel like we have spent the bulk of these past few weeks in the Twilight Zone, this 
graphic, created by Mary Kokinda, does a nice job explaining other zones of behavior.  
  



 

  

We are just finishing Week 3 of Distance Learning.  Lots of decisions and choices will 
need to be made in the coming weeks.  Thank you for your partnership on this growth 
journey.   

As your needs change, remember that we are a couple of clicks or a phone call away! 

Be well. 

Dr. Pin:  203-673-4575  gpin@gmail.com 

 


